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Good 
Question 
 
 
 

 
• An open-ended question 

 
• Explicitly about knowledge 

 
• Couched in terms of TOK 

vocabulary and conceptsi 
 

• Precise in terms of relationships 
between the TOK concepts and 
the TOK diagram                             

 

           
Question to 
Improve 

 
May be 
 

• An open-ended question 
 

• Explicitly about knowledge 

 

               
Weak 
Question 

 
May be  
 

• A closed question 
 

• Implicitly about knowledge 

 

 
Topic 
(Not a 
Knowledge  
Issue) 
include  
possible 
Ways of 
Knowing and 
Areas of 
Knowledge 

 
May be 
 

• A specific statement or 
description 

 
• A subject-specific topic (may be 

in the form of a question) 

 

 
Real Life 
Situation 

 
• Must be a specific real life 

situation 
 

• Newspaper article might be a 
good specific staring point 
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i Areas of Knowledge, Ways of Knowing, and belief, certainty, culture, evidence, experience, explanation, interpretation, intuition, 
justification, truth, and values. 


