Portfolios – More Than A Collection!
Participant Activity 1 Summary
Benefits of Portfolios

Student Perspective – Showcase, Reflection, Sharing
· Shows growth
· My work!
· See what I can do now that I couldn’t do before
· My favorite things
· Documents their proudest work and share with all stakeholders
· A chance to show individuality
· Showcases the best samples to share with parents
· Reflection to further develop skills and knowledge
· Gives child a sense of longevity
· See the deliberate nature of what/why they learned
· Allows students to reflect on their learning and set goals
· Fun to see collection of work across time
· Opportunity to share/spotlight what they are proud of and why

Teacher Perspective – Assessment, Accomplishment, Understanding/Connection to Students 
· A chance to connect with students for understanding
· A lot of work, but a great way to reflect on the year
· Sense of accomplishment
· Notice how teaching builds on past learning
· Understanding the impact of instruction (Units of Inquiry) on student growth
· Record of student progress and growth over time
· Work is authentic and goes beyond a test
· Knowing what your students view/value as their strengths/areas of growth
· Assess student’s level of understanding and areas for growth
· Gain insight into student interests
· Putting portfolios in the hands of students encourages them to become more motived learners so the teacher is not constantly telling the student what to do
· Teachers can go back and identify any issue with student
· Supports multiple measures of assessing student performance
· Understanding the whole child

[bookmark: _GoBack]Parent Perspective – Snapshots, Growth, Progression
· See evidence of progress/growth/development of children during a specific time period
· Gain insight into student’s level, what and how they are learning
· Encourages parent/student discussion of progress and opportunity for developing new goals
· Provides an opportunity for students to share/discuss their creations/work
· Snapshot into their student’s learning
· Gain a more holistic picture of their child as a learner over course of academic career
· What has my child learned?
