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                                 Use this worksheet to guide the development of your speech. 

Goal: 
Your task is to write a persuasive essay on a social issue of your choice (from SIRS list - approved by the teacher) and convince me to take your side.  

The issue I’ve selected: ___________________________________________________________________________

Role: 
Your role – you must choose your role. For example, someone who chooses to assert that the minimum driving age limit should be increased might be a doctor with medical evidence to support his/her assertion. The information you present should be based on the perspective of the role you choose.

My role will be: _________________________________________________________________________________

Audience: 
Your will need to identify your audience based on your role and WHO you are trying to convince.  While you are writing to me (your teacher), you must picture me as the audience.  For example, if your ROLE is the doctor with medical evidence to support increasing the minimum driving age, your AUDIENCE might be a legislator in Congress with the power to change the law.  Use language that is appropriate for the audience.

My audience will be: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Situation: 
The situation requires you to convince the audience to take your side of the social issue.

Product, Performance, and Purpose: 

You will use the research database assigned (SIRS) to select your topic and then to develop your thesis statement
Product:
You will write a convincing 5-7paragraph essay.  

Standards and Criteria for Success: 
Your written essay needs to be 4-6 paragraphs and include the following components: 
· Paragraph 1: Introduction (state the topic, your position, and include a thesis statement)
· Paragraph 2: Supporting details/facts for reason 1
· Paragraph 3: Supporting details/facts for reason 2
· Paragraph 4: Supporting details/facts for reason 3
· Paragraph 5: Conclusion
*When writing, use this as a GUIDE for organization and flow.  You may have additional reasons needing additional paragraphs. 
Your work will be judged by Criterion B (Organizing) & Criterion C (Producing Text). 
Rubrics are on the following pages.
	Achievement level
	Criterion  B: Organizing – Year 3

	7-8
	The student:
 i. makes expert use of organizational structures by using internal text structures that serve the context and intention effectively
ii. effectively organizes opinions and ideas in a highly persuasive, coherent, and logical manner by using at least 3 examples supported by research 
iii. utilizes excellent referencing and formatting tools to create a high-quality presentation style suitable to the context by creating an accurate Works Cited page with a minimum of 4 resources

	5-6
	 The student:
 i. makes competent use of organizational structures by using internal text structures that serve the context and intention
ii. organizes opinions and ideas in a persuasive, coherent, and logical manner by using at least 3 examples supported by research 
iii. utilizes competent referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style suitable to the context by creating a Works Cited page with a minimum of 4 resources

	3-4
	 The student:
 i. makes adequate use of organizational structures by using internal text structures that serve the context and intention
ii. organizes opinions and ideas with some degree of persuasive, coherent, and logical manner by using at least 2 examples which may or may not be supported by research 
iii. utilizes adequate referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style suitable to the context by creating a Works Cited page with a minimum of 3 resources

	1-2
	 The student:
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs] i. makes minimal use of organizational structures by using internal text structures that may not always serve the context and intention
ii. organizes opinions and ideas with a minimal degree of persuasive, coherent, and logical manner by using examples which may or may not be supported by research
iii. utilizes minimal referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style that may not always be suitable to the context and intention.

	0
	 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above. 










	Achievement level
	C: Producing Text – Year 3

	7-8
	The student:
i. produces texts that demonstrate a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a high degree of insight, imagination or sensitivity and astute exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas
ii. makes thoughtful stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating perceptive awareness of impact on an audience
iii. selects extensive relevant details and examples to develop ideas with accuracy.

	5-6
	The student:
i. produces texts that demonstrate significant personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates considerable insight, imagination or sensitivity and exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas
ii. makes thoughtful stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary, and visual devices, demonstrating an intentional awareness of impact on an audience
iii. selects sufficient relevant details and examples to develop ideas.

	3-4
	The student:
i. produces texts that demonstrate sufficient personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates some insight, imagination or sensitivity and some exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas
ii. makes some stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices,
demonstrating adequate awareness of impact on an audience
iii. selects some relevant details and examples to develop ideas.

	1-2
	The student:
i. produces texts that demonstrate limited personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a limited degree of insight, imagination or sensitivity and minimal exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas
ii. makes minimal stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating limited awareness of impact on an audience
iii. selects few relevant details and examples to develop ideas.

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.



Formative Assessment:
Historically, students struggle with thesis statements. Students will complete the graphic organizer to articulate their position.  Once they have their reasons/solutions, this electronic guide will help students form their thesis statements. 
Students will:
· Complete graphic organizer: pw6.pdf

Once complete go to: 

· Developing a thesis statement: (fill in the blanks)

· http://www.tommarch.com/electraguide/thesis.php
·  Once thesis statement is produced, student can revise language to move up in the rubric.

Use criterion C to assess their submitted thesis statement.

	Achievement level
	C: Producing Text – Year 3

	7-8
	The student:
iv. produces texts that demonstrate a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a high degree of insight, imagination or sensitivity and astute exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas
v. makes thoughtful stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating perceptive awareness of impact on an audience
vi. selects extensive relevant details and examples to develop ideas with accuracy.

	5-6
	The student:
iv. produces texts that demonstrate significant personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates considerable insight, imagination or sensitivity and exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas
v. makes thoughtful stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary, and visual devices, demonstrating an intentional awareness of impact on an audience
vi. selects sufficient relevant details and examples to develop ideas.

	3-4
	The student:
iv. produces texts that demonstrate sufficient personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates some insight, imagination or sensitivity and some exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas
v. makes some stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices,
demonstrating adequate awareness of impact on an audience
vi. selects some relevant details and examples to develop ideas.

	1-2
	The student:
iv. produces texts that demonstrate limited personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a limited degree of insight, imagination or sensitivity and minimal exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas
v. makes minimal stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating limited awareness of impact on an audience
vi. selects few relevant details and examples to develop ideas.

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.
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