The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program
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IB Courses at MVHS
• Group 1 English A: Literature, including the study of selections of world literature or Spanish A: Language and literature 
• Group 2 Language B or ab initio: second modern (i.e. French, German or Spanish) 
• Group 3 Individuals and societies: history, business and management, psychology
• Group 4 Experimental sciences: biology, chemistry, physics, environmental systems and societies, design technology, computer science
• Group 5 Mathematics and computer science: mathematics (SL and HL), mathematical studies

• Group 6 The arts and electives: visual arts, music, theatre arts or a second subject from group 2, 3 or 4

IBO Mission Statement

The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the IBO works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programs of international education and rigorous assessment. These programs encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.


-IBO Learner Profile Booklet, 2006
Brief History of IBO 

The IBO is a recognized leader in the field of international education, encouraging students to be active learners, well-rounded individuals and engaged world citizens.

The IBO was founded in 1968 in Geneva, Switzerland as a non-profit educational foundation. Its original purpose was to facilitate the international mobility of students preparing for university by providing schools with a common pre-university curriculum, a common set of external examinations and a diploma recognized by universities around the world. The IBO currently works with more than 1,700 schools in 122 countries. The greatest concentration of IB programs is in the US, 90 % of which operate in public schools. In Fairfax County, The IB Program was first introduced to Mount Vernon and Stuart High Schools in 1994. Additionally, it is now offered at Annandale, Edison, Lee, Marshall, and South Lake High Schools and Robinson Secondary School.
IB Diplomas and Certificates
The IB program provides the rigor, the structure and the experiences necessary to challenge academically talented students.  It is comprised of a holistic philosophy of learning that seeks to address the intellectual, philosophical and social development of the student. Students can elect to seek the IB Diploma by successfully completing the following requirements:
· Six academic courses in different subject areas during junior and senior years.
· Internal assessments and external examinations in each of six IB classes.

· The IB Theory of Knowledge course.

· Documentation of extra-curricular activities: The CAS (Creativity, Action and Service) Program.
· An Extended Essay in an area of interest to the student.

Leading U.S. colleges and universities have extended official recognition to the IB Diploma and/or to the subject certificates earned in partial fulfillment of it. Of course, this is also true of colleges all over the world. IB courses help students during the competitive college application process and may help students attain credit or advanced placement once they arrive at a university. (Credit and placement policies vary from school to school. A complete listing of such recognition policies is available online at www.ibo.org).  

Students may choose to select certain IB courses without earning the full IB Diploma.  For example, students who take only three IB classes and the required examinations will receive an IB Certificate for those classes. Certificate students are not required to complete the Theory of Knowledge course, the CAS Program or an extended essay. The prerequisites for all courses are listed in the current course description book. 
Inside the IB hexagon on page 2 are the following three central IB Diploma requirements for students who pursue do the IB Diploma:

CAS PROGRAM

The Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) requirements focus on the importance of life outside of scholarship.  Students participate in a variety of student selected activities:  creative pursuits from learning to play a musical instrument to creating lesson plans for tutoring; action from sports to physical activity in help of others; and in service from soup kitchens to activism for causes to help those in need.  The student creates a CAS journal to record and reflect on the personal growth these experiences generate.  These hours are accumulated over the last two years of high school.  To get started, the candidate submits plans for these projects to the IB or CAS coordinator for approval prior to undertaking them.  

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE

The Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is a year-long course taken during the junior and/or senior years.  It is an interdisciplinary course intended to stimulate critical reflection upon the knowledge and experiences gained inside and outside the classroom. TOK challenges students to question the bases of knowledge, to be aware of subject and ideological biases, and to develop a personal mode of thought based on analysis of evidence expressed in rational argument.
EXTENDED ESSAY

The extended essay (not to exceed 4,000 words) is defined as an in-depth study of a limited topic chosen from one of the six groups of the IB curriculum. It is designed to provide the candidate the opportunity to engage in independent research.  Students are encouraged to pursue an area of special interest to them.  After students decide on a topic, they work under the supervision of a teacher mentor to complete the process of research and writing the extended essay. Students are expected to begin work on the project during the junior year and the summer between the junior and senior year under the supervision of the mentor.  The mentor and student will create a timetable for the essay’s completion which takes into account the rising senior’s academic load, college application process and other time constraints.  The extended essay is submitted at the end of the first semester of the senior year.
Students planning to take IB Diploma courses during their junior and senior years are not required to take all of the honors classes. However, students wishing to maximize their academic challenge during the first two years should consult with their counselor and may consider the schedule on the following page:
Freshman Year

English: English 9 Honors
World language: A world language, year 2 (possibly year 1)

Social Studies: World History & Geography 2 Honors
Science: Biology Honors
Mathematics: Algebra 1 Honors or Geometry Honors
Health and Physical Education 9

Elective(s)

Sophomore Year

English: English 10 Honors
World language: A world language, year 3 (possibly year 2)

Social Studies: Government Honors or AP Government
Science: IB Chemistry 1
Mathematics: Geometry Honors or Algebra 2 Honors
Health and Physical Education 10
Elective(s)

Students electing to pursue the IB Diploma would have a schedule the final two years of high school that may resemble the following:

Junior Year

English: IB English 11
World language: IB world language 
Social Studies: IB History of the Americas
Science: IB science (i.e. IB Biology 1, IB Chemistry 1, IB Physics 1 or IB Environmental Systems and Societies)
Mathematics: Algebra 2 Honors, Precalculus, IB Math SL 1 or IB Math HL 1

2 Electives (one or both may be an IB elective)
Senior Year

English: IB English 12
World language: IB world language ( i.e. IB French 2, IB German 2 or IB Spanish 2)
Social Studies: IB Topics of the 20th Century
Science: IB science (i.e. IB Biology 2, IB Chemistry 2 or IB Physics 2 or IB     Environmental Systems and Societies)
Mathematics: IB Mathematics SL 2, IB Mathematics HL 2, or IB Mathematical 


Studies
Elective or IB elective (if not completed during the junior year or is the second year of an    HL elective)

IB Theory of Knowledge (if not completed during the junior year)

Variations to the schedule shown do exist. Students and parents that plan to pursue the IB Diploma must meet with the IB coordinator to appropriately plan the actual course sequence that will be needed. Ideally, this planning will occur before or during the freshmen year of high school. 


IB subjects are offered either at the higher level (HL) or the standard level (SL). Generally, HL courses and exams cover more content and have a higher expectation of student understanding. Put another way, HL courses offer more depth while SL courses provide the breadth to an IB Diploma scheme. IBO requires that all IB Diploma candidates complete at least three of their six IB exams at the higher level (HL). Hence, a planning meeting with the IB coordinator prior to the junior year is extremely important.
The IB Student and College


Virginia ranks third among all states in the number of high schools that offer the IB Program. As you might imagine, the colleges and universities in Virginia have become very familiar with the rigors of International Baccalaureate courses and the caliber of students that graduate from the IB program. Indeed, college admissions officers around the country appreciate the skills that IB students possess. 


The main reasons that students should take IB courses are to become better prepared for collegiate success and to be recognized during the very competitive selection process. Along with a student’s grade point average (GPA) and SAT/ACT scores, colleges look very seriously at the rigor of a student’s high school transcript. Of course, college credit is available to IB students, too – this will depend on the individual exam scores and the unique credit policies of individual schools.

More than 900 colleges and universities have descriptions of their recognition policies on the IBO website.  For details of these policies, please visit the university recognition database at www.ibo.org.  As the responsibility for maintaining current information rests with the universities themselves, it is often wise to visit the university website directly, searching for "international baccalaureate."

What do students have to say about the IB program of studies?

“IB teaches one how to think analytically and critically, exactly what they expect in college.” 


-Annandale High School, IB Diploma graduate
“Now that I am in college, I really appreciate how well prepared I am after taking IB classes. I am a better writer and have become very skilled with managing my time properly.”


-Mount Vernon High School, IB Diploma graduate

“The IB program stands out [because] it investigates the ‘why’ behind everything we learn. We analyze significance, context, and application to real life and current events.  School is no longer memorization, but assimilation…”


-Marshall High School, IB Diploma graduate
“I don’t feel overwhelmed at all [at college]. I learned to organize and manage my time through IB.”


-South Lakes High School, IB Diploma graduate

“Getting the IB Diploma is hard work; it required dedication, time management, and the will to succeed. It is my experience that the IB program has prepared me for life after high school in more ways that I could have possibly imagined.”


-Robinson Secondary School, IB Diploma graduate
“The IB program has allowed me to experience a college-like learning environment and has prepared me for any academic struggle that I could possibly encounter. The program has allowed me to progress academically while forming a close community with other IB students.”


-Edison High School, IB Diploma graduate 
“My IB education has not only more than prepared me for academic challenges I have faced at [my university], but I have become a steady resource for other students.”


-Lee High School, IB Diploma graduate

The IB Learner Profile

The aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. All students in IB classes are encouraged to develop within the learner profile shown below.
IB learners strive to be:

Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.

Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.

Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development.

-IBO Learner Profile Booklet, 2006
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For additional information about the 

International Baccalaureate Program 

at 

Mount Vernon High School, 

please contact the IB Coordinator:

Daniel A. Coast

703-619-3137
Daniel.Coast@fcps.edu
Also, be sure to visit the Mount Vernon High School homepage at

www.fcps.edu/MtVernonHS
and the International Baccalaureate Organization at

www.ibo.org
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