MYP Sciences
Key Concept: timeless, universal, abstract; allows students to make connections to other disciplines of study

· Choose one per unit planner

· Derived from the body of content (content = state standards, common core, etc.)
· Must use each prescribe key concept (change, relationships, systems) at least once every school year, but may use other key concepts from other subjects as well

Change is a conversion, transformation, or movement from one form, state or value to another. Inquiry into the concept of change involves understanding and evaluating causes, processes and consequences.

Relationships are the connections and associations between properties, objects, people and ideas—including the human community’s connections with the world in which we live. Any change in relationship brings consequences—some of which may occur on a small scale, while others may be far reaching, affecting large networks and systems like human societies and the planetary ecosystem.

Systems are sets of interacting or interdependent components. Systems provide structure and order in human, natural and built environments. Systems can be static or dynamic, simple or complex.

Other Key Concepts

	Aesthetics
	Change
	Communication
	Communities

	Connections
	Creativity
	Culture
	Development

	Form
	Global interactions
	Identity
	Logic

	Perspective
	Relationships
	Systems
	Time/Place/Space


Related concepts: derived from each discipline

· Choose 1 to 3 per unit planner

· Should provide strong links to your content

	Biology

	Balance

	Consequences

	Energy

	Environment

	Evidence

	Form

	Function

	Interaction

	Models

	Movement

	Patterns

	Transformation


	Chemistry

	Balance

	Conditions

	Consequences

	Energy

	Evidence

	Form

	Function

	Interaction

	Models

	Movement

	Patterns

	Transfer


	Physics

	Consequences

	Development

	Energy

	Environment

	Evidence

	Form

	Function

	Interaction

	Models

	Movement

	Patterns

	Transformation


	Integrated Science

	Balance

	Consequences

	Energy

	Environment

	Evidence

	Form

	Function

	Interaction

	Models

	Movement

	Patterns

	Transformation


Statement of inquiry


The statement of inquiry is a sentence that describes the PURPOSE of your entire unit.  Here’s a simple method:


Write a conceptual statement that expresses the big idea of the unit using your key and related concepts.


Choose a global context with a student learning expectation.


Combine the two.


Example �Key concept: Systems


Related concept: Function


Conceptual statement: The parts of a compound machine must function in order for a system to work efficiently…


Global context: Personal and cultural expression (artistry, craft, and creation)


SOI: Students will investigate how the parts of compound machines function in order for a system to work efficiently through an inquiry into artistry, craft, and creation.


Possible learning experiences: 


Study the development of iPhone & iOS7


Designing a compound machine


What does it mean to be efficient? Cost-effective? 
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