Your name: _______________________
Due by 3:00 pm on Thursday, March 7
IB Extended Essay – Class of 2014
Finding Reliable Sources for your Extended Essay (FRSEE)

The purpose of this graded worksheet is to help you to begin finding resources for your EE.  Too often, students become entrenched in a topic before they have become familiar with what resources are available or considered what sources are possible.  As you fill in the blanks on this sheet, I hope you will discover the enormous number of scholarly resources (books and online databases) that are in the Meadowbrook Library, the Chesterfield County Public Libraries, and the VCU, UR and VSU libraries.  Remember that people who can be interviewed are also good resources.

A. Planning Your Extended Essay

1. What is your Subject Area? ______________________________
2. What is your topic? _______________________________________________________

                                   ________________________________________________________

B. Finding Meadowbrook Resources

1. Go to the Meadowbrook Library Catalog and type in keywords of your topic.  Look through the book titles you find.  If there is nothing on your topic, type in “Human Rights.” Give the following info about one of the books you find:

Title:_________________________________________________________________

Call Number: ___________________________ Author(NOT publisher) ______________________

2. From the home page, click on Online Databases, then School Access.  (If you want to go to these databases from home, your student ID goes in the first blank and the last 4 digits of your student ID go in the second blank). Click on EBSCO Research Databases.  Of the several databases listed, choose TOPICsearch, and do an “Advanced Search” that looks like the one on the back of this page, and find any article that could be related to your topic.  Write the headline below:

_________________________________________________________________________.

C. Finding Chesterfield County Public Library Resources

3. From the MBK Library Home Page, click on the button at the left: Chesterfield Public Library or type the URL in the address bar (it is on your public library card):

http://library.chesterfield.gov  
Do a Subject or Word search for your topic and write the requested information below:

Title:_________________________________________________________________

Call number: _____________________  Author: ______________________________

Did you know you can request - online - that the book be sent to the Meadowdale Branch? You must provide your Barcode (the number on your library card) and your PIN, which you must register – it is not related to your MBK student ID.

Please note: if you have a Chesterfield County library card, you have access to other online databases.  Those from GALE are particularly useful, so make sure you take a look at them.
D. Using University Libraries

In years past, I have made arrangements for you to use the resources in the libraries of VCU, University of Richmond and Virginia State University.  You can navigate to these catalogs from the Chesterfield Public Library home page by clicking on Other Libraries.  Go to the catalogs for VCU (click on “VCU Libraries Catalog”) and UR.  For each library, find one resource and provide the information requested below:

AT VCU 

4. Title: ___________________________________________________________________

Call Number: ______________________________________________________________

(this will be a lot longer than the Dewey numbers you are used to)

Author(s): __________________________________________________________________

AT UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND

5. Title: ___________________________________________________________________

Call Number: _______________________________________________________________

Author(s): __________________________________________________________________

E. Google 
6. Sometimes, the sources you find in a Google search are useful.  One way to determine this is to evaluate the site very carefully.  Go to http://www.genochoice.com and take a look around.  What is one clue that this is an unreliable site?  Hint: for this question, you are dealing with the issue of website credibility.
__________________________________________________________________________ 
F. Using your Questia account

7. Go to http://www.questiaschool.com  and *sign in.  Click on Projects and then Manage Projects.  Create a new project entitled Extended Essay Practice.  Do a search for your topic.  (If you find nothing on your topic, do a search for “fractal geometry.”)  Choose one paragraph to quote/cite and print it (for free).  Attach it to this worksheet. 

G. Interviewing an Expert

8. Who is one person you might interview about your topic?  You may have to be really creative here – not a bad thing – and figure out how to contact someone by e-mail or find, for instance, a survivor of the Cambodian purges of Pol Pot or a survivor of a human rights violator – or a Nobel Laureate who might happen to teach at VCU....  

The person I would interview is:
________________________________ and I would contact him/her (by what method):

________________________________________________________________________

H. Giving Credit

FYI: you know all about giving proper credit and citing your sources.  There are some helpful hints at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/  You may also find some help at www.mla.org.  

9. Go to your EasyBib account and generate one Bibliography entry for any of the BOOKS listed on this worksheet.  You can get all the info you need by looking at the catalog.  Print it as a Word document (for free if you are in the MBK library), and attach it to this worksheet.

*This is the login info for getting to Questia:

http://www.questiaschool.com 


(this is to be printed on the back of the first page)
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User name: your e-mail address, the one Ms. Huff has


Password: student





Choose your own topic for this blank.





Check these 3 boxes.








